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1. ELTE Compound adjectives 
They are two or more words with or without hyphen (-) between them
 
Which word would finish the below expression meaning  'famous autho�'.
'well-.........  autho�'

2. Which is another way of saying 'water-resistant'?
water..... (only one word)

3. What would you say when something is ve�y surp�ising or shocking?
jaw-.........

4. Which is another way of saying 'the child is 6 years old'?
'She is a 6 .......-old child.'

readA

favo�iteB

famousC

known D

proofA

proveB

resistanceC

isolatedD

closingA

openingB

droppingC

fallingD

ageA

yearsB

yearC

yearlyD



5. How would you call someone who is �ude and unpleasant?
'They are .............-mannered people, they never say 'please' or 'thanks'.

6. Complete the adjective in bold: 
'Healthy competition is said to be motivating. However, cut-........... competition among 
colleagues could lead to disaster.' (strong, unfair competition)

7. Which adjective expresses 've�y unlikely to be t�ue, and difficult to believe'? Finish the 
adjective below:
'far-............' plan

8. Which word would complete the adjective meaning 'something looks delicious'?
'That cake is mouth-.................'

9. Remember the adjective for 've�y mode�n and with all the newest features'?
'................-edge' 

boldA

illB

�udeC

unpleasantD

headA

throatB

legC

hea�tD

fetchedA

foundB

achievedC

unlikelyD

openingA

waterB

deliciousC

wate�ingD

knowingA

fashionB

cuttingC

breakingD



10. Which hyphenated adjective means 've�y mode�n and using the most recent ideas and 
methods'?
'.............-of-the-a�t'

11. How would you say a person should 'stay in bed because of illness or inju�y'? Complete the 
adjective below:
'She is over 90 years old and bed...........' 

12. How would you call a person who is 'calm and able to deal easily with difficult situations'?
...............-headed

13. How would you refer to people who 'share the same opinions, ideas, or interests'?
They are like-.................... people.

14. How would you say that something is 've�y exciting or wo��ying because you do not know 
how it will end'?
'nail-...........................'
 

fashionA

mode�nB

estateC

stateD

presc�ibedA

stayedB

keptC

�iddenD

wellA

balancedB

coldC

levelD

interestsA

mindedB

opinionedC

beliefD

wo��yingA

bangingB

bitingC

chewingD



15. Which two-word adjective would you use to desc�ibe a person who has acquired 'much 
knowledge in many different subjects through books'?
They are 'well .................'

readA

knownB

w�ittenC

acquiredD
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ELTE Compound adjectives quiz 35

1. ELTE Compound adjectives 
They are two or more words with or without hyphen (-) between them
 
Which word would finish the below expression meaning  'famous autho�'.
'well-.........  autho�'

i 'Well-known' is a compound adjective meaning 'famous'. The hyphen connects the two words to function
as a single adjective.

2. Which is another way of saying 'water-resistant'?
water..... (only one word)

i 'Waterproof' is a compound adjective which desc�ibes an object that can resist or withstand water. This
adjective is commonly used in product features.

3. What would you say when something is ve�y surp�ising or shocking?
jaw-.........

i 'Jaw-dropping' is a hyphenated adjective meaning ve�y surp�ising or shocking. For example, 'The final
scene was jaw-dropping'.

readA

favo�iteB

famousC

known D

proofA

proveB

resistanceC

isolatedD

closingA

openingB

droppingC

fallingD



4. Which is another way of saying 'the child is 6 years old'?
'She is a 6 .......-old child.'

i '6 year-old child' is co�rect (not 'years') because the noun year is used as pa�t of the adjective, so no
plural fo�m is used. Remember adjectives are never plural in English.

5. How would you call someone who is �ude and unpleasant?
'They are .............-mannered people, they never say 'please' or 'thanks'.

i Being 'ill-mannered' is being �ude and unplesant. It is the opposite of 'well-mannered'.

6. Complete the adjective in bold: 
'Healthy competition is said to be motivating. However, cut-........... competition among 
colleagues could lead to disaster.' (strong, unfair competition)

i 'Cut-throat' competition refers to competing in a strong and unfair way, without conside�ing any ha�m
caused to others. For example, 'Many fi�ms have fallen victim to cut-throat competition.'

7. Which adjective expresses 've�y unlikely to be t�ue, and difficult to believe'? Finish the 
adjective below:
'far-............' plan

i 'Far-fetched' is a hyphenated adjective meaning 've�y unlikely to be t�ue, and difficult to believe'. For
example, 'I know it is a far-fetched plan but we can always t�y.'

ageA

yearsB

yearC

yearlyD

boldA

illB

�udeC

unpleasantD

headA

throatB

legC

hea�tD

fetchedA

foundB

achievedC

unlikelyD



8. Which word would complete the adjective meaning 'something looks delicious'?
'That cake is mouth-.................'

i Mouth-wate�ing is used to desc�ibe food or desse�ts that are pa�ticularly appealing and delicious-
looking. It's usually associated with the sense of taste.

9. Remember the adjective for 've�y mode�n and with all the newest features'?
'................-edge' 

i 'Cutting-edge' desc�ibes the latest or most innovative advances in technology or ideas. It suggests being
at the forefront of development, common in tech contexts.

10. Which hyphenated adjective means 've�y mode�n and using the most recent ideas and 
methods'?
'.............-of-the-a�t'

i 'State-of-the-a�t' is an adjective which refers to the latest and most sophisticated development within a
field, often used for technology.

11. How would you say a person should 'stay in bed because of illness or inju�y'? Complete the 
adjective below:
'She is over 90 years old and bed...........' 

i Being 'bed�idden' is having to stay in bed because of illness or inju�y. It is only one word.
 

openingA

waterB

deliciousC

wate�ingD

knowingA

fashionB

cuttingC

breakingD

fashionA

mode�nB

estateC

stateD

presc�ibedA

stayedB

keptC

�iddenD



12. How would you call a person who is 'calm and able to deal easily with difficult situations'?
...............-headed

i 'Level -headed' is a hyphenated adjective used to desc�ibe someone who is calm and able to deal easily
with difficult situations.

13. How would you refer to people who 'share the same opinions, ideas, or interests'?
They are like-.................... people.

i 'Like-minded' people are those who share the same opinions, ideas, or interests.

14. How would you say that something is 've�y exciting or wo��ying because you do not know 
how it will end'?
'nail-...........................'
 

i A 'nail-biting' situation is ve�y exciting or wo��ying because you do not know how it will end, you are biting
your nails out of excitement or conce�n. For example, 'They won the championship after a nail-biting
final.'
 
 

15. Which two-word adjective would you use to desc�ibe a person who has acquired 'much 
knowledge in many different subjects through books'?
They are 'well .................'

wellA

balancedB

coldC

levelD

interestsA

mindedB

opinionedC

beliefD

wo��yingA

bangingB

bitingC

chewingD

readA

knownB

w�ittenC

acquiredD



i Someone who is 'well read' has lea�ned a lot of info�mation on different subjects by reading.


