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1. Yesterday, we _______(watch) TV when the lights went out.

2. By the time the movie sta�ted, they _______(already/eat) popco�n.

3. She _______(w�ite) her book by the time the deadline a��ives.

4. When I called him, he _______(read) a book.

5. Last week, I _______(meet) an old f�iend at the supe�market.

watchedA

watchingB

had watchedC

were watchingD

were already eatingA

already ateB

had already eatenC

have already eatenD

w�itesA

will w�iteB

will have w�ittenC

has w�ittenD

readA

was readingB

has readC

readsD

meetA

metB

had metC

was meetingD



6. By the time you a��ive, we _______(finish) dinner.

7. After the guests _______(leave), we sta�ted cleaning up.

8. While I _______(walk) in the park, it sta�ted to rain.

9. They _______(build) the house all year and completed it last month.

10. I _______(study) while they were having fun. It was really annoying.

11. She _______(complete) her task by the time you call.

will have finishedA

had finishedB

finishedC

will be finishingD

had leftA

were leavingB

leftC

leaveD

was walkedA

walkedB

walkC

was walkingD

are buildingA

buildB

have builtC

had been buildingD

studiedA

was studyingB

have studiedC

am studyingD

completesA

have completedB

completedC

will have completedD



12. When he a��ived home, his parents _______(already/leave) to bed.

13. She _______(live) in Pa�is before she got her cu�rent job.

14. We _______(sit) in traffic for hours before we reached the conce�t.

15. He_______(hide) the t�uth about his cv for years before he was discovered.

leftA

were leavingB

had already leftC

leaveD

livedA

livesB

liveC

had livedD

satA

have sitB

had been sittingC

were sittingD

was hidingA

hidB

have hiddenC

had been hidingD
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ELTE Narrative tenses quiz 34

1. Yesterday, we _______(watch) TV when the lights went out.

i Past continuous 'were watching' indicates an action inte��upted by another past event. 'Watch TV' was
ongoing when the lights went out.

2. By the time the movie sta�ted, they _______(already/eat) popco�n.

i Past pe�fect 'had already eaten' shows the action was completed before the movie sta�ted. It's common
to finish snacks before a film begins.

3. She _______(w�ite) her book by the time the deadline a��ives.

i Future pe�fect 'will have w�itten' indicates an action completed before a future time. For example: 'The
book is completed by the deadline'.

4. When I called him, he _______(read) a book.

i

watchedA

watchingB

had watchedC

were watchingD

were already eatingA

already ateB

had already eatenC

have already eatenD

w�itesA

will w�iteB

will have w�ittenC

has w�ittenD

readA

was readingB

has readC

readsD



i Past continuous 'was reading' desc�ibes an ongoing action when another past event happened. Common
in na�ratives.

5. Last week, I _______(meet) an old f�iend at the supe�market.

i Simple past 'met' conveys an action completed in the past. Single events in the past fit this tense.

6. By the time you a��ive, we _______(finish) dinner.

i Future pe�fect 'will have finished' indicates completion before a future point. In this case, finishing dining
before someone's a��ival.

7. After the guests _______(leave), we sta�ted cleaning up.

i Past pe�fect 'had left' is used for an action completed before another in the past. Clean-up sta�ts after
guest depa�ture.

8. While I _______(walk) in the park, it sta�ted to rain.

i Past continuous 'was walking' desc�ibes an ongoing action inte��upted by rain. Common weather
scena�io.

meetA

metB

had metC

was meetingD

will have finishedA

had finishedB

finishedC

will be finishingD

had leftA

were leavingB

leftC

leaveD

was walkedA

walkedB

walkC

was walkingD



9. They _______(build) the house all year and completed it last month.

i Past pe�fect continuous 'had been building' highlights duration before another past event. Fits projects
like house const�uction.

10. I _______(study) while they were having fun. It was really annoying.

i Past continuous for actions happening at the same time in the past, 'was studying' and 'were having fun'
connected by 'while'.

11. She _______(complete) her task by the time you call.

i Future pe�fect 'will have completed' signifies an action finished before a future event, like a call. Notice
the use of 'by' in the time expression.

12. When he a��ived home, his parents _______(already/leave) to bed.

i Past pe�fect 'had already left' emphasizes completion before another past event.

are buildingA

buildB

have builtC

had been buildingD

studiedA

was studyingB

have studiedC

am studyingD

completesA

have completedB

completedC

will have completedD

leftA

were leavingB

had already leftC

leaveD



13. She _______(live) in Pa�is before she got her cu�rent job.

i Past pe�fect 'had lived' indicates an action completed before another past event.

14. We _______(sit) in traffic for hours before we reached the conce�t.

i Past pe�fect continuous 'had been sitting' conveys the duration of an ongoing action before another past
event.

15. He_______(hide) the t�uth about his cv for years before he was discovered.

i Past pe�fect continuous 'had been hiding' indicates an action which had happened another one in past
'was discovered'.

livedA

livesB

liveC

had livedD

satA

have sitB

had been sittingC

were sittingD

was hidingA

hidB

have hiddenC

had been hidingD


