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1. What does the idiom 'the elephant in the room' mean?

2. What does 'let the cat out of the bag' mean?

3. What does 'raining cats and dogs' mean?

4. What does 'a wolf in sheep's clothing' mean?

5. What does 'the lion's share' mean?

An obvious problem no one wants to discussA

A large object in a small spaceB

A rare and valuable itemC

A noisy and dis�uptive personD

Cause a commotionA

Release a pet from confinementB

Make a quick decisionC

Reveal a secret unintentionallyD

Raining ve�y heavilyA

A light d�izzleB

A pleasant sunny dayC

A sto�m with thunderD

A person who is ve�y fashionableA

A person who is ve�y shyB

A person who loves animalsC

A dangerous person pretending to be ha�mlessD

The largest po�tion of somethingA

A small, insignificant pa�tB

An equal division among allC

A po�tion given to the weakestD



6. What does 'a fish out of wate�' mean?

7. What does 'hold your horses' mean?

8. What does 'a wild goose chase' mean?

9. What does 'barking up the wrong tree' mean?

10. What does 'chicken out' mean?

11. What does 'pig out' mean?

Someone uncomfo�table in a situationA

A person who is ve�y relaxedB

A person who loves swimmingC

A person who is ve�y adaptableD

Act aggressivelyA

Be ve�y quietB

Wait and be patientC

Run quicklyD

A futile or hopeless pursuitA

A successful huntB

A leisurely walkC

A dangerous adventureD

Pursuing a mistaken or misguided courseA

Climbing a tree inco�rectlyB

Training a dogC

Being ve�y loudD

To eat a lot of chickenA

To be ve�y braveB

To act ve�y quicklyC

To back out due to fearD

To eat excessivelyA

To eat ve�y slowlyB

To refuse foodC

To cook a large mealD



12. What does 'a snake in the grass' mean?

13. What does the idiom "monkey business" refer to?

14. Which idiom means to work ve�y hard?

15. What does the phrase 'monkey see monkey do' imply?

A person who is ve�y quietA

A person who is ve�y fastB

A person who loves natureC

A deceitful or treacherous personD

A type of tradeA

Mischievous behaviorB

A monkey's habitatC

Se�ious workD

Ant's nestA

Ant's eye viewB

Busy as an antC

Ants in your pantsD

Imitation of actions without understandingA

Monkeys are intelligent animalsB

Monkeys are playful creaturesC

Monkeys can lea�n complex tasksD
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ELTE Animal Idioms quiz 15

1. What does the idiom 'the elephant in the room' mean?

i The idiom refers to an obvious issue that people avoid discussing. It's like igno�ing a huge elephant in a
room. For example, avoiding a major financial problem in a meeting.

2. What does 'let the cat out of the bag' mean?

i The idiom means to accidentally reveal a secret. It o�iginates from a time when pigs were sold in bags,
and a cat might be substituted. For example, telling someone about a surp�ise pa�ty.

3. What does 'raining cats and dogs' mean?

i The idiom means it's raining ve�y heavily. It suggests a chaotic downpour, like animals falling from the sky.
For example, a sudden heavy rainsto�m.

4. What does 'a wolf in sheep's clothing' mean?

i

An obvious problem no one wants to discussA

A large object in a small spaceB

A rare and valuable itemC

A noisy and dis�uptive personD

Cause a commotionA

Release a pet from confinementB

Make a quick decisionC

Reveal a secret unintentionallyD

Raining ve�y heavilyA

A light d�izzleB

A pleasant sunny dayC

A sto�m with thunderD

A person who is ve�y fashionableA

A person who is ve�y shyB

A person who loves animalsC

A dangerous person pretending to be ha�mlessD



i The idiom desc�ibes someone who appears ha�mless but is actually dangerous. It comes from a fable
about a wolf disguising itself. For example, a deceitful person in a f�iendly role.

5. What does 'the lion's share' mean?

i The idiom means the largest pa�t of something. It o�iginates from a fable where the lion takes the biggest
share. For example, receiving the majo�ity of profits in a business deal.

6. What does 'a fish out of wate�' mean?

i The idiom desc�ibes someone who feels out of place. Like a fish out of water, they are uncomfo�table. For
example, a new student in a different school environment.

7. What does 'hold your horses' mean?

i The idiom means to wait and be patient. It o�iginates from the need to control horses before moving. For
example, telling someone to wait before making a decision.

8. What does 'a wild goose chase' mean?

i The idiom means a futile pursuit. It suggests chasing something impossible to catch. For example,
searching for a non-existent item.

The largest po�tion of somethingA

A small, insignificant pa�tB

An equal division among allC

A po�tion given to the weakestD

Someone uncomfo�table in a situationA

A person who is ve�y relaxedB

A person who loves swimmingC

A person who is ve�y adaptableD

Act aggressivelyA

Be ve�y quietB

Wait and be patientC

Run quicklyD

A futile or hopeless pursuitA

A successful huntB

A leisurely walkC

A dangerous adventureD



9. What does 'barking up the wrong tree' mean?

i The idiom means pursuing a wrong course of action. It comes from hunting dogs barking at the wrong
tree. For example, blaming the wrong person for a mistake.

10. What does 'chicken out' mean?

i The idiom means to back out due to fear. It suggests acting like a scared chicken. For example, deciding
not to go on a roller coaster at the last minute.

11. What does 'pig out' mean?

i The idiom means to eat excessively. It suggests eating like a pig. For example, eating a lot of food at a
buffet.

12. What does 'a snake in the grass' mean?

i The idiom desc�ibes a deceitful person. It suggests hidden danger, like a snake in the grass. For example,
a colleague who secretly unde�mines others.

Pursuing a mistaken or misguided courseA

Climbing a tree inco�rectlyB

Training a dogC

Being ve�y loudD

To eat a lot of chickenA

To be ve�y braveB

To act ve�y quicklyC

To back out due to fearD

To eat excessivelyA

To eat ve�y slowlyB

To refuse foodC

To cook a large mealD

A person who is ve�y quietA

A person who is ve�y fastB

A person who loves natureC

A deceitful or treacherous personD



13. What does the idiom "monkey business" refer to?

i "Monkey business" refers to mischievous or deceitful behavior. It suggests playful or dishonest activities.
For instance, kids playing pranks are often said to be up to monkey business.

14. Which idiom means to work ve�y hard?

i 'Busy as an ant' refers to working ve�y hard, as ants are known for their indust�ious nature. Ants are
constantly working to build and maintain their colonies.

15. What does the phrase 'monkey see monkey do' imply?

i The phrase suggests copying behavior without comprehension, similar to how monkeys mimic actions. It
highlights imitation as a natural behavior.

A type of tradeA

Mischievous behaviorB

A monkey's habitatC

Se�ious workD

Ant's nestA

Ant's eye viewB

Busy as an antC

Ants in your pantsD

Imitation of actions without understandingA

Monkeys are intelligent animalsB

Monkeys are playful creaturesC

Monkeys can lea�n complex tasksD


