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1. What does 'once in a blue moon' mean?

2. What does 'see red' mean?

3. What does 'paint the town red' mean?

4. What does 'out of the blue' mean?

FrequentlyA

Ve�y rarelyB

NeverC

OccasionallyD

Feel sadA

Feel confusedB

Become ve�y ang�yC

Feel happyD

Stay homeA

Go out and have a lively timeB

Work hardC

RelaxD

PredictablyA

UnexpectedlyB

SlowlyC

CarefullyD



5. What does 'caught red-handed' mean?

6. What does 'black and white' mean when desc�ibing a situation?

7. What does 'green thumb' mean?

8. What does 'red tape' refer to?

9. What does 'black sheep' mean in a family context?

10. What does 'white lie' refer to?

Caught by surp�iseA

Caught in the act of doing something wrongB

Caught in a lieC

Caught in a sto�mD

Clear and simpleA

Unce�tainB

Colo�fulC

ComplicatedD

Skill in gardeningA

Being wealthyB

Being inexpe�iencedC

Being eco-f�iendlyD

A red �ibbonA

A wa�ning signB

A celebrationC

Excessive bureaucracyD

A successful memberA

A favo�ite memberB

A young memberC

An odd or disreputable memberD

A secretA

A ha�mless or small lieB

A t�uthful statementC

A big lieD



11. What does 'in the red' mean in financial te�ms?

12. What does 'feeling blue' imply?

13. What does the idiom 'green with envy' mean?

Being profitableA

Breaking evenB

Having extra savingsC

Owing money or being in debtD

Feeling sad or depressedA

Feeling excitedB

Feeling happyC

Feeling coldD

Jealous or enviousA

Loving natureB

Being eco-f�iendlyC

Feeling sickD
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ELTE Vocabulary: Colours in Idioms

1. What does 'once in a blue moon' mean?

i 'Once in a blue moon' means something happens ve�y rarely. A blue moon is an uncommon event. For
example, seeing a comet might happen 'once in a blue moon'.

2. What does 'see red' mean?

i 'See red' means to become ve�y ang�y. Red is often linked to anger. For example, someone might 'see red'
if they are insulted.

3. What does 'paint the town red' mean?

i 'Paint the town red' means to go out and have fun. It suggests a night of pa�tying. For example,
celebrating a bi�thday with f�iends.

4. What does 'out of the blue' mean?

i

FrequentlyA

Ve�y rarelyB

NeverC

OccasionallyD

Feel sadA

Feel confusedB

Become ve�y ang�yC

Feel happyD

Stay homeA

Go out and have a lively timeB

Work hardC

RelaxD

PredictablyA

UnexpectedlyB

SlowlyC

CarefullyD



i 'Out of the blue' means something happens unexpectedly. It suggests surp�ise. For example, a sudden
phone call from an old f�iend.

5. What does 'caught red-handed' mean?

i 'Caught red-handed' means being caught in the act of wrongdoing. It o�iginates from being caught with
blood on one's hands. For example, stealing.

6. What does 'black and white' mean when desc�ibing a situation?

i 'Black and white' means something is clear and straightfo�ward. For example, a �ule that is easy to
understand is 'black and white'.

7. What does 'green thumb' mean?

i A 'green thumb' means having a talent for gardening. People with green thumbs can grow plants well. For
example, a person with a lush garden.

8. What does 'red tape' refer to?

i 'Red tape' refers to excessive bureaucracy or �ules. It o�iginates from the red tape used to bind official
documents. It can delay processes.

Caught by surp�iseA

Caught in the act of doing something wrongB

Caught in a lieC

Caught in a sto�mD

Clear and simpleA

Unce�tainB

Colo�fulC

ComplicatedD

Skill in gardeningA

Being wealthyB

Being inexpe�iencedC

Being eco-f�iendlyD

A red �ibbonA

A wa�ning signB

A celebrationC

Excessive bureaucracyD



9. What does 'black sheep' mean in a family context?

i A 'black sheep' is someone who doesn't fit in with the rest of the family. For example, a rebellious sibling
might be the 'black sheep'.

10. What does 'white lie' refer to?

i A 'white lie' is a small, ha�mless lie told to avoid hu�ting someone's feelings. For example, saying you like a
gift you don't actually like.

11. What does 'in the red' mean in financial te�ms?

i 'In the red' means being in debt. Red ink was used to show negative amounts in accounting. A company
losing money is 'in the red'.

12. What does 'feeling blue' imply?

i 'Feeling blue' means feeling sad. Blue is often linked to sadness. For instance, someone might feel blue on
a rainy day.

A successful memberA

A favo�ite memberB

A young memberC

An odd or disreputable memberD

A secretA

A ha�mless or small lieB

A t�uthful statementC

A big lieD

Being profitableA

Breaking evenB

Having extra savingsC

Owing money or being in debtD

Feeling sad or depressedA

Feeling excitedB

Feeling happyC

Feeling coldD



13. What does the idiom 'green with envy' mean?

i 'Green with envy' means being jealous. Green is often associated with envy. For example, if someone
buys a new car, their f�iend might be 'green with envy'.

Jealous or enviousA

Loving natureB

Being eco-f�iendlyC

Feeling sickD


