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1. What does 'to have a skeleton in the closet' mean?

2. What does 'to give up the ghost' mean?

3. What does 'bat out of hell' mean?

4. What does 'over my dead body' mean?

To be a ghost hunterA

To own a Halloween costumeB

To have a hidden secretC

To be a collector of bonesD

To tell a ghost sto�yA

To haunt someoneB

To stop t�yingC

To become a ghostD

To move ve�y quicklyA

A type of batB

A Halloween decorationC

A ghost sto�yD

A Halloween prankA

A type of ghost sto�yB

An expression of strong refusalC

A cemete�y visitD



5. What does 'devil's advocate' mean?

6. Which idiom means to be ve�y happy?

7. What does 'to dig one's own grave' mean?

8. What does the idiom 'ghost town' refer to?

9. Which idiom means to be ve�y scared?

10. What does the idiom 'in cold blood' mean?

Someone who argues for the sake of argumentA

A Halloween costumeB

A type of negotiationC

A lawyer for c�iminalsD

To be in the darkA

To be scared stiffB

To have a bone to pickC

To be in high spi�itsD

To cause one's own downfallA

To plant a gardenB

To work in a cemete�yC

To prepare for HalloweenD

A haunted houseA

A town with many ghostsB

A dese�ted townC

A town with a spooky festivalD

To have a hea�t of goldA

To be in high spi�itsB

To have a bone to pickC

To be scared stiffD

In freezing weatherA

Without emotionB

Du�ing winterC

With a coldD



11. What does the idiom 'jump out of your skin' mean?

12. What does the idiom 'treat someone to something' mean?

13. What does the idiom 't�ick question' mean?

14. What does the idiom 't�ick or treat' refer to?

15. What does 'dead end' mean in a career context?

Be ve�y sta�tledA

Change appearanceB

Become invisibleC

Shed skinD

Offer someone a jobA

Give someone a medical treatmentB

Invite someone to a meetingC

Pay for someone’s enjoymentD

A question about magic t�icksA

A question designed to be misleadingB

A question about tradeC

A question with no answerD

A Halloween tradition of asking for candyA

A choice between two optionsB

A magic show pe�fo�manceC

A business negotiation tacticD

A job with no prospects for advancementA

A tempora�y jobB

A high-paying jobC

A job with flexible hoursD



ELTE Idioms (Ghosts & Halloween) 
quiz 7 

Answer Key: 

1. 'To have a skeleton in the closet' means to have a hidden secret or 
something embarrassing that one wants to keep private. It suggests that 
there is something in one's past that could cause shame if revealed. 

2. 'To give up the ghost' means to stop trying or to cease functioning. It is 
often used to describe machines that stop working or people who abandon 
an effort, suggesting a final surrender or end. 

3. 'Like a bat out of hell' means to move very quickly or with great urgency. 
The phrase suggests a sudden, rapid movement, often used to describe 
someone or something that is moving at high speed. 

4. 'Over my dead body' is an expression of strong refusal or opposition. It 
suggests that something will only happen if the speaker is no longer alive, 
indicating a firm stance against the proposed action. 

5. A 'devil's advocate' is someone who argues a position they do not 
necessarily agree with, for the sake of debate or to explore the argument's 
validity. It is used to test the strength of an argument. 

6. 'To be in high spirits' means to be very happy or cheerful. It suggests a 
state of elevated mood or enthusiasm, often used to describe someone 
who is joyful or excited. 

7. 'To dig one's own grave' means to cause one's own downfall or problems 
through one's actions. It suggests that the person is responsible for their 
negative situation, similar to preparing for their own demise. 

8. A 'ghost town' is a deserted town with few or no remaining inhabitants. It 
often refers to towns that were once thriving but have been abandoned. 
Examples include former mining towns in the American West. 

9. 'To be scared stiff' means to be extremely frightened. The phrase suggests 
being so scared that one cannot move, similar to being frozen in place. It is 
often used in the context of horror or frightening situations. 

10. 'In cold blood' means acting without emotion or pity, often in a cruel way. 
It's used to describe calculated actions. For example, 'The crime was 
committed in cold blood.' 

11. 'Jump out of your skin' means being very startled or surprised. It's used to 
describe a sudden shock. For example, 'I nearly jumped out of my skin 
when the door slammed.' 



12. To 'treat someone to something' means to pay for someone’s enjoyment, 
like buying them dinner or a movie ticket. For example, you might treat a 
friend to lunch on their birthday. 

13. A 'trick question' is designed to be misleading or confusing, often to catch 
someone off guard. For example, asking 'What is the capital of Australia?' 
expecting 'Sydney' is a trick question, as the answer is 'Canberra.' 

14. 'Trick or treat' is a Halloween tradition where children dress up in 
costumes and go door-to-door asking for candy, saying 'trick or treat.' It's a 
playful demand for a treat. 

15. A 'dead end' job is one with no opportunities for promotion or growth. 
Employees in such positions may feel stuck and look for other 
opportunities to advance their careers. 


